Press Release

Y

elementary
technology

simple straightforward uncomplicated

elementarytechnology.co.uk

Promethean and Elementary provide the ideal
partnership for Walsall College

Walsall College has selected educational technology specialist, Promethean, and reseller, Elementary
Technology Limited, as key ICT partners in the buil ding of its new state-of-the-art Wisemore campus.
The further education college, which is being devel oped as part of the ‘Building Colleges for the Futue’
programme, chose Promethean and Elementary Technology for their ability to develop an ICT
provision that matches the college’s needs, and excellent level of ongoing training and assistance in

the effective integration of interactive solutions.

A key objective for the college’s Wisemore campus is to extend and enhance its current use of
interactive technologies. While staff already use competitor interactive whiteboards within its existing
facilities, the college sought to install solutions in the new campus that would better support teaching

and learning for the next generation of students.

To meet this aim, the £250,000 contract was put out to tender, with Elementary Technology selected
above four other resellers due to its professional, independent service and competitive pricing.
Following the appointment, Elementary Technology wo rked with Walsall College to carry out a
comprehensive evaluation of the marketplace, looking at aspects such as ease of use, impact on

pedagogy and the option to integrate additional solutions.

As part of the evaluation process, Elementary Technology supported the college in utilising
Promethean’s comprehensive support programme, which is designed to promote successful selection,

implementation and adoption of interactive technologies in capital investment projects.

Already highly successful within the early waves of the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) initiative,

Promethean provides specialist support to all partners and stakeholders including architects,
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contractors, Local Authorities, schools, teachers, pupils and parents. As part of this ‘Transforming
Education’ programme, Promethean is able to offer c onsultancy services, such as expert support,
product demonstrations and visioning sessions, as well as deliver ongoing end-user training beyond

implementation.

During the specification process, Elementary Technology arranged for key members of College staff to
visit a neighbouring further education college that  has successfully adopted Promethean technologies.
Impressed by the tangible difference Promethean ActivClassroom solutions are making to teaching

and learning, Walsall College chose to invest in over 90 ActivBoards and accompanying software for all

learning areas within the new campus.

Taking interactivity to a new level, Walsall Colleg e will also deploy Promethean’s ActivExpression
Learner Response System across the Wisemore campus. The world's first Learner Response System
to offer full sentence and character texting, Activ Expression is ideally suited to the adult learning

environment.

“From the outset, Elementary fully supported our vi sion to create cutting edge facilities that push the
boundaries of traditional pedagogy and were able to provide an independent overview of available

technologies,” said Jayne Holt, director of e-learning at Walsall College.

“While we already use interactive whiteboards in the existing college building, we wanted to better

equip the new campus with more integrated solutions that would enable us to incorporate additional
technologies over time. Despite our familiarity wit h other interactive whiteboards, Promethean
immediately stood out as the preferred choice for the College, as teaching staff were impressed with

the versatility of the solutions and their natural fit with our vocational learning environment. In particular,
the ActivBoard, for us, represents the future of collaborative technologies, and so when aiming to

develop facilities that will educate learners well into the future, it was the ideal choice.”

Jayne continued: “As well as supporting the college in selecting interactive technologies, Elementary
Technology and Promethean are also assisting site c ontractors with the effective integration on the

solutions and are helping staff make the transition to the new interactive whiteboards and software.”

Following the installation of an ActivBoard and acc ompanying software within the college’s professional
development suite by Elementary Technology, Prometh ean has delivered face-to-face training
sessions to 30 key members of staff to establish a team of ‘Advanced Practitioners’. These

practitioners will cascade training to colleagues prior to the campus’ opening later this year.

Commenting on the project win, Chris Deeley, managing director of Elementary Technology, said:
“Promethean did its utmost to support us in making sure we met the College’s objectives for the

project. As well as developing a bespoke technology offering and training provision for Walsall College,
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Promethean is helping us ease the college’s transition to the new technologies, ensuring staff are

entirely satisfied, every step of the way.”

Paul Dean, director of partner management at Promethean, concludes: “Our work with Elementary
Technology on the Walsall College project, demonstrates Promethean’s commitment to supporting
channel partners. Our ActivPartner programme delivers unrivalled training, marketing support,
business demand creation and guidance on selling and engaging with the education sector. Through
the programme we can also facilitate visioning sessions and providing a degree of flexibility in prici ng

and product offering.”

-Ends-

Notes to editors:

The Promethean ActivBoard is an advanced interactive whiteboard, designed by teachers, for
teachers. Operated by electromagnetic grid technology and a battery-free/wireless pen, the ActivBoard
delivers excellent on-screen accuracy and allows students to lean against the board while writing,

without affecting the content displayed.

The ActivBoard is supplied with a choice of Promethean award-winning age specific software.
Intuitively designed, the software allows teachers to create electronic flipcharts, incorporating a range

of text, image, video and sound files, quickly and easily.

ActivExpression is a handheld wireless Learner Response System, which facilitates a wide range of
questioning formats such as sequential ordering, likert scale, numeric and free text response. As the
system enables students to input complete sentences , it is ideal for stimulating discussion on a numbe r
of topics. Using ActivExpression, practitioners can pose questions to the class and receive an answer
from every student in an instant. These results can then be easily exported and saved, helping

teachers to create records and giving them valuable insight into the understanding and progress of

their students.
About Promethean

Promethean is a global leader in interactive learning technology that empowers teachers to engage,
educate, assess and motivate learners. Developed by and for educators, its award-winning products
help teachers to prepare digital lessons quickly and with greater ease. The technology enables them to
create, customize and integrate text, web, video and audio content, so they can more easily capture

students’ attention and accommodate different learning styles.

Promethean ActivClassroom solutions are helping educators to teach and students to learn worldwide

with ActivBoard, durable interactive whiteboard technology. This is supported by integrated interactive
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whiteboard software designed for use from kindergar ten to post-16 learning with a choice of interface to

best fit any teaching style. It also offers wireless hand-held Learner Response Systems that permit

instantaneous assessment of pupils’ comprehension o f lessons. Beyond the classroom, Promethean &

Elementary Technology Limited offers training and support to ensure maximum results and return on

investment.

Promethean is headquartered in the United Kingdom.  Its products are distributed through a network of

partners and inspire millions of learners in more than 90 countries.

For Information contact

Elementary Technology Ltd
The Old Court House,

24 Church Street,
Wellington,

Telford,

Shropshire

TF11DG

(t) 0844 357 5197 (f) 0870 288 4681

(e) enquiries@elemtech.co.uk
(w) www.elemtech.co.uk
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